Measurement of benzene in the workplace and its evolution process, Part II: Present methods and future trends.
This article (the second of a two-part series) provides a discussion of currently accepted methodology and possible future happenings regarding measurement of benzene in workplaces. The gap between occupational and environmental monitoring is becoming narrow. Environmental levels will always be lower than the occupational, but as the push for lower threshold limit values continues, the focus should be on the environmental aspect as the ultimate limiting factor with respect to measurement. The charcoal tube/carbon disulfide desorption procedure is slowly being stretched to its limit with respect to benzene. It may be time for serious consideration in North America regarding adoption of the proven European procedure of thermal desorption using a porous polymer tube for analysis of benzene.